Of all the liquids in the economy, the serum of the blood is that which has always appeared to me to present the strongest alkaline reaction. The intensity of this action appears not to vary sensibly, whatever be the nature and the duration of the disease.
It has been said that, in the instances in which the blood became very poor in fibrin, the proportion of its alkaline principles was increased ; but the facts adduced in support of this opinion are as yet too Further, it is sufficiently common to find in the human subject after death, an acid reaction in the mucous membrane of the duodenum and in that of the jejunum. Nevertheless, as in this portion of the alimentary canal, there are received from the liver and the pancreas, fluids of alkaline characters ; it is not very uncommon to observe this species of reaction in the duodenum, and even below that bowel. In the large intestine, I have in all instances ascertained a well-marked alkaline reaction.
I have yet to examine the nature of the reaction presented by the fluids secreted by several of the glands.
The tears have appeared to me to be uniformly alkaline. The same is true of the saliva. It has been stated, that in certain conditions of disease the saliva might lose the alkaline element, which constitutes its normal character, and might become acid. I think myself entitled to conclude, from my researches on this subject, that this result never takes place, and that to no disease is given the power of converting the saliva into an acid liquid. I have already said that in many persons, whether in health or under disease, the mouth presents a most decided acid reaction. This species of reaction has been erroneously ascribed to the saliva. It is easy VOL. LXXIII. NO 
